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FEDERAL 

Lorenzo Gomez, Nicholas D. Greenig, Dan-
iel Joseph Kuhlmeier, Gregory J. Rahoi, Wil-
liam Sentner III, David Norman Webb. 

PUERTO RICO 

Juan Jose Burgos-Velez, Raul Canales- 
Mundo, Jose Luis Torres-Martinez. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

DEALING WITH THE HIGH PRICE 
OF GASOLINE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, since the beginning of the 
year, gas prices across the Nation have 
been increasing. With the summer driv-
ing season fast approaching, prices at 
the pump are again reaching record 
highs. 

With the price quickly approaching 
$4 a gallon, it is time again for Con-
gress to act to help consumers with 
this increased cost. High gas prices not 
only increase the cost of living for 
American families, but increased gas 
prices will affect the prices on nearly 
every single consumer good on the 
market. Working families are not only 
paying more at the pump, but at the 
grocery store, the pharmacy and the 
shopping malls as well. 

These increases have a harmful effect 
on our Nation’s economy and security. 
They make it harder for working fami-
lies to commute to and from work, es-
pecially in cases where public transpor-
tation is lacking. It also increases the 
cost for public transportation, which 
makes it harder for those individuals 
without automobiles to travel. 

But we see the effects of high prices 
across the board. Parcel delivery rates 
increase. Municipalities must increase 
their taxes to pay for gas for their 
emergency responder vehicles. Our 
utilities go up. We cannot afford to 
stand by idly as our cost of living 
steadily increases for the sake of con-
tinued record oil company profits. 

In response to the rising gas prices, I 
have requested that the Federal Trade 
Commission investigate possible gaso-
line price gouging and hold those ac-
countable who engage in such prac-
tices. 

I am also a cosponsor of Congressman 
STUPAK’s legislation, H.R. 1252, the 
Federal Gas Price Gouging Prevention 
Act. This much needed legislation calls 
on the FTC and the Attorney General 
to investigate possible price gouging, 
both nationally and locally, and to 
prosecute any group found to be taking 
advantage of the American people. As 
summer approaches, travel within the 
United States historically does in-

crease. According to the Automobile 
Association of America, gasoline prices 
may reach an all-time high by Memo-
rial Day. 

The time has come for Congress and 
the President to work together on a so-
lution for the American people. Earlier 
this year the House passed legislation 
to repeal tax breaks for oil companies 
while devoting more Federal resources 
to renewable fuels. I am hopeful the 
Senate will quickly act on this much 
needed legislation this month. 

If we are serious about reducing our 
dependency on foreign oil, we must 
work with manufacturers and research-
ers to bring renewable fuels to the fore-
front. Our environment and economy 
depend on it. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to 
ensure American consumers are given a 
voice about the high price of gasoline. 

f 

INVESTIGATING INJUSTICE PER-
PETRATED AGAINST BORDER 
PATROL AGENTS RAMOS AND 
COMPEAN 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, today is the 119th day since a 
great injustice took place in this coun-
try. 

On January 17, 2007, two U.S. Border 
Patrol agents entered Federal prison to 
begin serving 11 and 12-year sentences 
respectively. I am hopeful that this 
will be the month that House Judiciary 
Chairman JOHN CONYERS and Senate 
Judiciary Chairman PATRICK LEAHY 
will hold a hearing to investigate the 
injustice perpetrated against these two 
U.S. Border Patrol agents. 

Agents Compean and Ramos were 
convicted last spring for wounding a 
Mexican drug smuggler who brought 
734 pounds of marijuana across our bor-
der into Texas. These agents never 
should have been persecuted. Yet the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office granted immu-
nity to the drug smuggler and pros-
ecuted the agents who were doing their 
job to protect our borders. 

The illegal drug smuggler received 
full medical care in El Paso, Texas, was 
permitted to return to Mexico and has 
sued the Border Patrol for $5 million 
for violating his civil rights. Many 
Members of this House, including Con-
gressman TED POE, who is a former 
judge from Texas, have voiced concerns 
about the unfair prosecution of these 
agents. 

With the troubling revelations sur-
rounding the leadership of the U.S. 
Justice Department, I believe it is nec-
essary to investigate the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office in western Texas and the 
prosecutor’s actions in this case. Never 
in America should the Congress sit by 
and allow a breakdown of honesty and 
integrity in our Nation’s judicial sys-
tem. 

Mr. Speaker, if the American people 
cannot have faith in our Federal 

courts, I am afraid the future of our de-
mocracy is in danger. For the sake of 
these agents and their families and the 
integrity of our judicial system, I am 
pleased and grateful that Mr. CONYERS 
and Senator LEAHY will be holding 
hearings to investigate the injustice 
perpetrated against these two agents. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. I yield 
to the gentleman from Michigan, the 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, there 
are very few instances where I have 
had a Member of Congress persist in 
the search for justice with the same 
zeal as my friend from North Carolina, 
and I commend you. 

I recall that I had an opportunity to 
meet the widow of the slain officer, and 
I have talked to the gentleman from 
Virginia, BOBBY SCOTT, chairman of 
the Crime Subcommittee, and his 
ranking member about the importance 
that we pursue at the earliest possible 
moment a complete and total inves-
tigation and hearing about the matter 
that the gentleman and other col-
leagues that have now joined you have 
persisted in. 

I congratulate you, and recommit 
publicly once again to our search and 
pursuit of justice, because if we don’t 
protect our border agents and law en-
forcement officials generally, I can 
only shudder to think how the safety of 
this country will deteriorate. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, reclaiming my time, I am 
grateful to the chairman 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. 
FORTENBERRY) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Mr. FORTENBERRY addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

MONITORING DEFENSE SPENDING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, we all re-
spect, admire and appreciate those who 
serve in our Nation’s Armed Forces. 
Serving in our military is certainly one 
of the most honorable ways anyone can 
serve our country. I believe national 
defense is one of the very few legiti-
mate functions of our national govern-
ment, and certainly one of the most 
important. 

However, we also need to recognize 
that our military has become the most 
gigantic bureaucracy in the history of 
the world. And like any huge bureauc-
racy, it does many good things; of 
course, always at huge expense to the 
taxpayer. And like any huge bureauc-
racy, our military does many things 
that are wasteful or inefficient. And 
like any huge bureaucracy, it tries to 
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gloss over or cover up its mistakes. 
And like any huge bureaucracy, it al-
ways wants to expand its mission and 
get more and more money. 

Counting our regular appropriations 
bills, plus the supplemental appropria-
tions, we will spend more than $750 bil-
lion on our military in the next fiscal 
year. This is more than all the other 
nations of the world combined spend on 
their defense. 

The GAO tells us that we presently 
have $50 trillion in unfunded future 
pension liabilities on top of our na-
tional debt of almost $9 trillion. If we 
are going to have any hope of paying 
our military pensions and Social Secu-
rity and other promises to our own 
people, we cannot keep giving so much 
to the Pentagon. 

No matter how much we respect our 
military and no matter how much we 
want to show our patriotism, we need 
to realize that there is waste in all 
huge bureaucracies, even in the De-
fense Department. 

There is a reason why we have always 
believed in civilian leadership of our 
Defense Department. The admirals and 
generals will always say things are 
going great, because it is almost like 
saying they are doing a bad job if they 
say things are not doing well and the 
military people know they can keep 
getting big increases in funding if they 
are involved all over the world. 

However, it is both unconstitutional 
and unaffordable for us to be the po-
liceman of the world and carry on civil-
ian government functions in and for 
other countries. National defense is 
necessary and vital. International de-
fense by the U.S. is unnecessary and 
harmful in many ways. 

Now we are engaged in a war in Iraq 
that is very unpopular with a big ma-
jority of the American people. More 
importantly, every poll of Iraqis them-
selves shows that 78 to 80 percent of 
them want us to leave, except in the 
Kurdish areas. 

They want our money, but they do 
not want us occupying Iraq. Surely, we 
are not adopting a foreign policy that 
forces us on other people, one that says 
we are going to run Iraq even if the 
people there want us to leave. A major-
ity of the Iraqi Parliament has now co-
sponsored a bill asking us to leave. 

It is sure not traditional conserv-
atism to carry on a war in a country 
that did not attack us, did not even 
threaten to attack us, and was not 
even capable of attacking us. And it is 
sure not traditional conservatism to 
believe in world government even if 
run by the U.S. 

Our war in Iraq has greatly damaged 
the Republican Party and conservatism 
in general. Even though this war has 
gone against every traditional conserv-
ative view, especially fiscal conserv-
atism, it is seen by most as a conserv-
ative war. Even worse than the damage 
it has done to my party and a philos-
ophy I believe in very deeply is the 
harm it has done to our relations with 
other countries, especially other coun-

tries in the Middle East. But worst of 
all, of course, is the fact that so many 
young Americans have been killed and 
horribly wounded in a very unneces-
sary war. 

President Bush when he ran for office 
in 2000 campaigned strongly against 
nation building. Unfortunately, that is 
what we have been doing in Iraq. The 
President in 2000 said what we needed 
was a more humble foreign policy. 
That is what we needed then, and it is 
what we need now. 

William F. Buckley, often called the 
godfather of conservatism, summed it 
up best in a column he wrote almost 2 
years ago: ‘‘A respect for the power of 
the United States is engendered by our 
success in engagements in which we 
take part. A point is reached when te-
nacity conveys not steadfastness of 
purpose but misapplication of pride. It 
can’t reasonably be disputed that if in 
the year ahead the situation in Iraq 
continues about as it has done in the 
past year, we will have suffered more 
than another 500 soldiers killed. Where 
there had been skepticism about our 
venture, there will be contempt.’’ That 
was William F. Buckley in 2005, and the 
key point there, he said ‘‘a point is 
reached when tenacity conveys not 
steadfastness of purpose but misappli-
cation of pride.’’ 

f 

b 1600 

BALANCED TRADE NOW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KAGEN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, last Fri-
day it was announced that the Demo-
cratic leadership had struck a deal 
with the administration and the United 
States Trade Representative regarding 
how this country will approach trade 
agreements with other nations. 

While very few have seen the actual 
text of what this deal looks like, many 
of us in Congress have concerns as to 
how these new standards on labor and 
environment will realistically and ef-
fectively be enforced. 

As a member of the newly elected 
class of 2006, I was elected to help 
change the course of this country, to 
help change our Nation’s trade policy 
in particular, a policy that cuts the 
legs out from under American workers 
and places our industries at a competi-
tive disadvantage. It threatens our 
quality of life and our global environ-
ment at the same time. 

We are now operating under a flawed 
model; and until that model is fixed, 
our Nation’s jobs and the livelihoods of 
our constituents in Wisconsin and else-
where are in jeopardy. 

As we have seen in our trade with 
China, we have been unable, unable to 
stop illegal subsidies, unable to stop il-
legal dumping and blatant violations of 
basic human labor rights and environ-
mental standards. What will we Ameri-
cans have to give up next? 

Trade deals in the past were flawed, 
and the ones still being negotiated 
must show promise of helping Amer-
ican workers, of helping their families 
and American communities. 

I believe that John Sweeney, presi-
dent of the AFL–CIO, put it clearly in 
his statement when he said about a 
new deal: ‘‘Our trade policy will not be 
fixed overnight. The Bush administra-
tion’s consistent unwillingness to en-
force trade violations against nations 
like Jordan and China remind us there 
is no guarantee the executive branch 
will enforce any new rights workers 
may gain through these negotiations, 
and President Bush has negotiated 
flawed agreements with gross human 
rights violator Colombia and a losing, 
one-sided agreement with South 
Korea.’’ 

My friends, it is time that the United 
States of America begins shipping our 
values overseas and not our jobs. It is 
time for America to take back our rich 
history of manufacturing, of making 
things. After all, if we don’t make any-
thing, we won’t have anything. What 
everyone in Wisconsin is asking for is 
balanced trade, and we need it now. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
JACKSON-LEE of Texas). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

HONORING MAGGIE RODRIGUEZ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to recognize Maggie Rodriguez, 
who recently accepted the lead anchor 
role on the nationally televised CBS 
‘‘Saturday Early Show.’’ Maggie has 
been covering south Florida with CBS’s 
local affiliate, CBS 4, for 7 years. As a 
news anchor on the 5 p.m. and 11 p.m. 
newscasts, Maggie has delivered news 
to millions of people in my community 
on a regular basis since the year 2000. 

Maggie is a product of south Florida 
who has distinguished herself in her 
chosen field of journalism. She at-
tended Our Lady of Lourdes Academy, 
located in the heart of my congres-
sional district. In 1991, she graduated 
from the University of Miami, my alma 
mater. As a fellow south Floridian, I 
am very proud to honor Maggie on her 
many achievements. She is moving to 
New York, but she will always be wel-
comed in her hometown. 

Her husband, Michael, is the general 
manager of Telemundo’s local affiliate 
in Miami. I am sure that Maggie will 
continue to spend significant time 
down home in south Florida. 

Since beginning her career with 
Univision in 1991, Maggie’s warm per-
sonality, coupled with her strong work 
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